Dear readers,

This special issue of the Journal of Electroanalytical Chemistry brings a nice selection of papers written on the bases of the best contributions presented at the traditional international conference 52^nd^ Heyrovský Discussion (HD), which was held in baroque Chateau Liblice, Czech Republic, on June 16^th^--20^th^, 2019 ([Fig. 1](#f0005){ref-type="fig"} ). These contributions were complemented by a few best papers presented at another international conference, XXXIX. Modern Electrochemical Methods (MEM), which was held in Jetřichovice, Czech Republic, on May 20^th^ -- 24^th^, 2019 ([Fig. 2](#f0010){ref-type="fig"} ). Prof. Tomas Navratil and Assoc. Prof. Miroslav Fojta (the scientific guarantors of both conferences) were responsible for selection of the articles for this special issue.Fig. 1Participants of the conference 52^nd^ Heyrovský Discussion, Chateau Liblice, Czech Republic, June 16^th^--20^th^, 2019.Fig. 1Fig. 2Participants of the conference XXXIX. Modern Electrochemical Methods (MEM), Jetřichovice, Czech Republic, May 20^th^--24^th^, 2019.Fig. 2

The Heyrovsky Discussions have been organized annually over more than five decades by the J. Heyrovsky Institute of Physical Chemistry of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Prague, Czech Republic, occasionally in collaboration with other institutions. This was also the case in 2019, when the conference was organized in cooperation with the Institute of Biophysics of the Czech Academy of Sciences, Brno, Czech Republic. The general philosophy of the Discussions is to invite experienced scientists specialized in certain fields of electrochemistry (each year a specific field of electrochemistry is selected as the main discussion theme) together with students or young researchers, and to let them present their recent research achievements in an informal way and participate in friendly scientific discussion.

The annually organized conference Modern Electrochemical Methods has only a little bit shorter tradition, which started in 1980. This series has developed in a traditional meeting opportunity for young as well as top senior electrochemists (mostly -- but not only -- focused on electroanalysis) from many countries. An increasing number of top specialists from various countries indicates increasing reputation of these conferences.

We believe that both conferences, in which almost 150 scientists, PhD. and MSc. students, university teachers, chemists from industry, etc., from many European as well as non-European countries participated, contributed to the interdisciplinary linkage between (electro)chemistry and biology or physiology and to the development of electrochemistry itself, as well and to the formation of new (in)formal collaborations among participating scientists and their institutions.

We are convinced that respected readers will find contributions to this special issue interesting and they will decide to participate in these conferences in next years (*Note: Due to COVID 19 pandemic, the HD conference will not be organized in 2020, however, MEM series will not be interrupted and the 40^th^ MEM will take place in fall 2020.*).

As Editors of this special issue, we would like to express our deep gratitude to the Editor of the Journal of Electroanalytical Chemistry, prof. Marcin Opallo, for his great support in the preparation of this special issue and to Editor-in-Chief prof. J.M. Feliu for giving us the possibility to publish the best papers from the above-mentioned conferences, and thus to continue the series of special issues in impacted journals devoted to these conferences. We also thank all referees for valuable comments that helped to improve the quality of the manuscripts, and to the staff of the Elsevier publisher, for their great effort devoted to the special issue release.

Sincerely,

Tomáš Navrátil and Miroslav Fojta
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